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Have you had òTummy 

Hungeró?  Who among us 

does not know where our 

next meal is coming from?  

On occasion you might say 

Iõm hungry or Iõm fam-

ished, but in reality you 

have probably already 

eaten something previous-

ly that day.   

In recent weeks, Iõve had 

conversations with Guild 

members about the state 

of local churches, the 

health of the Judeo -

Christian life, and the 

pursuits of our epoch.   

They are all related.  In 

some ways they feed off 

each other and satisfy dif-

ferent hungers.  

Recently, I attended a 

birthday party for a one -

year-old child.  Most at-

tendees were young cou-

ples and their children.  

Their conversations spoke 

about their concerns, the 

pursuits of their world.  

The conversations demon-

strated a hunger for pos-

sessions, property, income 

and living without re-

straints.   Out of all the 

families there was one 

young dad who surprising-

ly said he was blest.   It is 

not in the general vocabu-

lary for modern couples to 

say they are blest.   As a 

husband and a father of 

three, he is concerned 

about property, business, 

and income.   Yet his in-

terest in these things is 

tempered by something 

else.   He said he is ôblestõ 

and though he is con-

cerned about things of the 

world, the world is not 

that which is the closest 

to the center of his heart.  

Without being preachy or 

pietistic you knew that he 

was grounded in some-

thing steadfast.  As I see 

it, every person on the 

earth is a person of belief.  

Everyone has a god.   God 

is whatever is closest to 

oneõs heart.   

In the 1950õs, faith was as 

solid as a rock across this 

country.  Some faith com-

munities expire due to a 

change in demographics.   

However, the strongest 

cause in our country is a 

change of heart, a change 

in what is valued most.  

We are in an age where 

the philosophical/

theological question of 

ôWhy?õ  is not prominent 

on the radar screen.  In 

current culture a dualism 

between science, the 

ôHowõ, and the  philosoph-

ical/theological  quest  for  

ôWhy?õ has come to exist.    

This is nothing new as the 

pendulum of thought and 

wants has slowly swung 

back and forth through 

history.  As that pendu-

lum swings so does the 

hunger and wants of suc-

ceeding generations.  

There is hunger for food, the 

physical, and there is a hun-

ger for the very ground of 

our existence.  The world 

around us seemingly be-

comes more crazed in  pur-

suit of the transient, it trans-

versely becomes hungrier for 

something authentic, truth-

ful, and purely good.  Our 

world is in some ways trou-

bled.  Because of that you 

should be more keenly aware 

of your presence and value.  

As musicians you are on the 

front line so to speak.  For 

every person in our country, 

who is physically hungry, 

there may be another hun-

dred who are desperately 

pursuing things that never 

fully satisfy their hunger.   A 

whole hearted pursuit of the 

physical discourages contem-

plation of things eternal and 

indelible.   

Entertainment is good, fine, 

and wonderful, but you did-

nõt become an organist or 

choral director to solely en-

tertain.  Be mindful the 

world has many hungers and 

you have  something of real 

sustenance to give.   You 

have a mission and though 

Iõm suppose to tell you to 

relax this summer, I will say 

think, ponder, and plan 

ahead for the hungry are 

with us always and they 

need what you have to give.  
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Glory Hallelujah!    New Leadership for the Guild.  

This is certainly unorthodox and yes, we have never done it this way, 

but there is an old adage in English Law that Silence denotes Consent. 

Therefore, unless you email, snail mail, or call a member of the 

nominating committee by July 1 st to say ônayõ the nominating committee 

(Charles Page, Larry Picard, and Ladislaw Pfeifer) are taking your 

silence as a Resounding Yeah!!  

New Officers  

Dean:  Larry Picard  

Sub Dean: Becky Rosendahl Isaacson  

Directors with a  three year term to expire June of 2019  

 Karen Banta & Joseph DiMarino  

Directors with a two year term to expire June of 2018  

 Karen Ducharme & David Kidwell  

 

Continuing Officers: James Barnes, Treasurer; Martha Sienkiewicz, 

Secretary; and Rev. William H. Wallis, Chaplain  

Continuing Directors: Michael Carney and Sheila Heady  

 

Finally, on behalf of the membership I sincerely wish to thank everyone 

who has in someway or another helped the Guild along in our musical 

mission, particularly the unsung heroes on committees.  In addition it 

should be publicly noted that because life is unpredictable Elizabeth 

Zellmer and Rev. John Hooker were unfortunately unable to finish their 

terms as directors.   David Pulliam has taken on additional duties at 

Christ Church which does not allow him to move up to being the 

Chapter Dean.  Terms as Directors that end this year are Mary Jeanne 

Tash and Klaus Becker.  For the personal efforts, good will, and wisdom 

of all these members we are certainly indebted and grateful.   Thank 

You,  Everyone!  
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Join the Ranks!   Your Final Opportunity.  

Four out of twenty -four students attending the POE this summer are from families liv-

ing in our Chapter.   We will be giving them a one year membership to our Chapter as 

part of the program.   If you are able and so moved by the spirit and good will of this 

important educational project to financially contribute towards funding the POE, 

please do so now !   The amount is not important.  Whatever you are able to contribute 

is helpful.   Your contribution whether great or small makes you part of the noble work 

of passing on the art of organ playing to the next generation.   

With appreciation, the POE committee.  

If you are able to send a cheque, please make it payable to: Springfield AGO/POE and 

send  it to Jim Barnes, 27 Carriage Lane, Westfield, MA .  

 

 

 

Organist needed to accompany choir and work with director for the choir of St. 

Luke Greek Orthodox Church, East Longmeadow for Sunday morning services, 
mid -September through mid -June, and some evening rehearsals.  

Part time (not every Sunday) would be considered.   The organ is an elec-

tronic  three year old Allen.   The liturgical music for the Orthodox Liturgy is 
basically a continuous response with the priest and not extremely difficult.  

Anyone interested to learn more information and details, salary, etc. is  
encouraged to call choir director, Cindy Rodolakis 413 -567 -0044 or e -mail 

crodolakis@yahoo.com.  

Organ Music, Organ CDs, and More Organ 
Music! 
Are parts of your organ music library overload-
ed?  Do you have six copies of Bachôs Little 
Organ Book and only use two?  Do you have 
a collections of duplicate CDôs you have yet to 
hear?  If you have extra music and inspiring 
CDôs that you would like to donate to the Pipe 
Organ Encounter Students please let me 
know.    We have 22 students that have a hun-
ger for decent useable music and a thirst for 
great organ CDôs.  If youôd like to give it away; 
it will go to a good home.   Please contact 
James Barnes at 860-759-0914  or   
intwmass@aol.com. 

 
Many Thanks   

POE Lad  

tel:860-759-0914
mailto:intwmass@aol.com
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Photos from Exultate Deo Performance on May 22, 2016 

 

 

Michael Carney directed combined choirs accompanied by Peter Stoltzfus Berton on the organ   

as he performed his newly composed anthem.  

Fr:om left to right:  H. David Pullman, Michael Carney, Peter Stoltzfus Berton,  and Rev. John Hooker  
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Left to right:  Charles Page, Peter Stoltzfus Berton, and Lad Pfeifer  

Rev. John Hooker explains the development of  the text he wrote for 

the newly performed anthem.  
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All choirs front and center.  

                           People join in singing hymns  
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On June 16th a dozen students 

from the Renaissance Magnet 

School in Springfield selected to 

spend a day investigating things 

musical in downtown Spring-

field.   They spent time at Sym-

phony Hall, the Co mmunity Mu-

sic School, and an hour going 

through the Cathedral organ.   

Their organ tour took them up 

into the tower to the swell cham-

ber where they were able to walk 

around and witness the opening 

and closing of the swell shades 

from inside!   This is the second 

school group to visit the organ 

this year.  

 

Go to Masslive.com and check out the 
inside look at the historic Tanglewood 
organ, a 1946 Aeolian -Skinner.  This 
organ received a major makeover by 

�%�L�O�O���&�]�H�O�X�V�Q�L�D�N�·�V���F�R�P�S�D�Q�\����������������
Czelusniak et Dugal, Inc.  

 

Gary Smith on the job!  

 

 


